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tThis book is respectfully dedicated to the 
memory of one who served his city 
faithfully and efficiently 
for many years
FRANCIS X. PENDLETON
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CITY OF BELFAST
Directory of Officials
Mayor
Sherman C. English 
City Council
William H. Hall, Jr.-, Ward One 
Benjamin E. Hall, Ward Two 
George R. Doak, Ward Three 
Virgil E. Fowles, Ward Four 
Henry Robbins, Ward Five
City Manager 
J. Merton Wyman
Overseer of the Poor
J. Merton Wyman, Agent
Street Commissioner
J. Merton Wyman
City Clerk
Pauline C. McCormick
Deputy City Clerk
Dorothy M. Winters
City Auditor
Pauline C. McCormick
City Treasurer
Herman H. Coombs
City Solicitor
Clyde R. Chapman
Tax Collector
J. Merton Wyman
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1st,[Ralph Darby
O. E. Frost 
Mrs. R. C. Johnson
Assistant Tax Collector
A
Lisabeth A. Davis
Chief of Police
Edward B. Brierly
Chief of Fire-Department
Francis X. Pendleton
Assistant Chiefs of Fire Department
2nd, Drew H. L. Chaples
Board of Assessors
Edgar L. Harding 
Everard Bailey 
Ralph Howe
Milk Inspector
Philip R. Brown
Health Officer
John A. Caswell, M. D.
Harbor Master and Port Warden
Elmer Decrow
City Electrician
Aubrey L. Ramsdell
Library Trustees
Everett Hamilton 
Mrs. J. C. Durham
\
Miss Annie L. Barr 
Planning Board
Aubrey L. Ramsdell
Andrew L. Norton
Ralph Howe
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Fred S. Jackson
Mrs. J. C. Durham
Lorimer K. Eaton 
J. S. Holmes 
A. L. Walker 
Frank R. Keene 
C. B. Holmes 
C. A. Wood 
Daniel Robertson
Walter Bowen 
C. B. Holmes 
C. E. Hopkins 
Elston R. Eaton 
Norman Cilley
C. A. Rackliffe 
Ernest Bryant
Milton Nickerson 
Charles Robertson
Belfast Water District Trustees
r
Philip L. Rackliffe
Superintendent of Cemetery
Harry Townsend
Cemetery Trustees
Elmer Ellis
Plumbing Inspector
Levi Clements
Surveyors of Lumber
Kenneth Wyman 
Weighers of Coal & Hay
Weighers of Grain & Salt
Elmer Jackson
Building Inspector
Carroll Rice •
Cullers of Hoops and Staves 
Howard Hamilton
Frederic R. Poci
Alfred Bruce
»\
Fred A. Merriam 
John Collins 
Irving Hall 
C. E. Hopkins 
H. F. Holmes 
Nathan Miller 
Milton Hills
J. S. Holmes 
L. B. Gardner 
Lorimer K. Eaton 
Ernest Bryant 
C. B. Holmes, Jr
Irving Young 
Russell Bryant
% •
• t
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Daniel Robertson 
Robert Toothaker
ANNUAL MUNICIPAL REPORT ’ ' 7
% City Weigher 
Walter Bowen
/
Board of Appeals
Winfield Marriner, Sr., 3 Yrs. Philip B. Crosby, 2 yrs.
Joshua Treat, III, 1 yr. Sheldon Campbell, Associate
Sealer of Weights and Measurers
Ward 1
Walter C. Hutchinson 
School Board M embers
* i
Robert Whitehead—1950 Ralph P. Howe—1952
Ward 2
Philip Crosby—1950 Hazel Wentworth—1952
Ward 3
Norman Wood—1950 Maude Dutch—1952
Ward 4
Thelma Hatch—1950 Ruth E. Campbell—1952
Ward 5
Edith Vaughan—1950 William Johnson—1952
Oscar B. Horne
Regular Police Officers
Judson W. Palmer
Harlan Young
Reserve Police Officers
Amos Stephenson
Albert Nickerson Edgar Moore
Frederick Meservey Percy Murphy
Earle Clements Leon Howard
J. Hawley Davis Herman D. Wood
Albert Weymouth, Jr. # Aubrey Ramsdell
Crosby Estate
F. Sherer Rogers 
Special Police Officers
J. F. Perkins
Battery J. S. Holmes
Belfast Armory • Martin Wilcox
Water Department Roy Talbot
Maplewood Poultry • f Lester Howard
Foreman of Highway Department
Malcolm Vaughan
CITY COUNCIL 1949-50
Henry Robbins, George Doak, Virgil Fowles, Benjamin Hall, William Hall
Mayor Sherman English
»
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Letter of Transmittal
To the Honorable Mayor and Council 
Gentlemen:
I have the honor of submitting the annual City Report for the period March 
20, 1949 to March 18, 1950.
This has been a year of progress for our City; also a very successful year 
financially.
The interest and co-operation of the City officials and assistants have con­
tributed greatly in making this past year a successful one.
Respectfully yours,
J. Merton Wyman 
City Manager
cAssessors’ Report
For Year of 1949
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To the Honorable Mayor, Councilmen and City Manager:
The Assessors herewith submit their report covering valuations, rate, overlay, 
. real estate tax, personal property tax, poll tax, State tax, County tax for the year 
1949 as follows: .
TAXABLE PROPERTY
Real Estate, Resident.............; ..................................... 2,587,175.00
Real Estate, Non-resident............................................. 367,910.00
Total Real E s ta te ........ ...........................................  2,955,085.00
Personal Estate, Resident.............................................  734,660.00
Personal Estate, Non-resident......................................  255,265.00
Total Personal E state ............................................  989,925.00
Grand T otal............................................................  3,945,010.00
Total Value of Lands.....................................................  757,517.00
Total Value of Buildings...............................................  2,197,568.00
APPROPRIATION RESOLVE OF CITY GOVERNMENT APRIL 19, 1949
City Departments...................................  185,164.00
School Departments...............................  87,603.00
272,767.00
Less Polls (1575).....................................  4,725.00
Estimated Revenue................................  32,500.00
37,225.00 37,225.00 235,542.00
i
i
1Add State Tax (Est.)............................  28,000.00
County Tax...........................................  18,000.00 46,000.00 281,542.00
Overlay................................................... 2,498.72
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Total Amount to be raised from property.................. 284,040.72
Tax Rate .072
EXPLANATION
Estimate State Tax as shown in Resolve...................  28,000.00
Estimate County Tax as shown in Resolve...............  18,000.00
-------------- 46,000.00
True State Tax as shown by Warrant........................ 26,840.58
True County Tax as shown by Warrant....................  21,108.50 47,949.08
Deficit in Resolve reflected in Overlay....................... 1,949.08
EDGAR L. HARDING 
RALPH P. HOWE 
EVERARD A. BAILEY
Assessors, City of Belfast, Maine
✓
1
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Report of City Clerk
To the Honorable Mayor, City Council and City Manager:
The processing of records of vital statistics is one of the activities of the city 
clerk’s office of which almost everyone is aware. The records of marriages are 
public; those of births and deaths are not, with certain exceptions. All of them 
must be recorded with the utmost accuracy, transmitted to Augusta, to other
towns and cities, and in some cases, outside the State. Besides the work of re-* 0 • # %
cording the current vital statistics, your city clerk’s office issues copies of these 
documents, helps many people get the necessary affidavits to have these records 
made, since prior to 1892 the laws of Maine did not require that they be kept, and 
takes depositions necessary to have any errors in these vital statistics corrected. 
During the fiscal year 1949-1950 there were 300 births recorded. Of these, 177 
were residents of Belfast, 123 non-residents. It is interesting to note that 1 child 
in every 25 was a twin, whereas the country-wide average is about 1 in 80. The 
increase in births over the previous fiscal year is 32. There were 112 marriages 
recorded, 7 less than the previous year. There were 138 deaths placed on record,
113 of whom were Belfast residents, while 25 were non-residents at the time of 
death. 97 of these deaths took place in Belfast, the remaining 41 are recorded 
here because these people were either born in Belfast, regularly resided here, or 
were buried here. The increase in deaths over the previous fiscal year was 27. 
There were 7 stillbirths recorded, a small percentage as compared to the total 
births.
The hunting, fishing, and dog license department is another with which many 
Belfast people are familiar. Of our approximately 6000 residents, 843 purchased 
hunting licenses, 412 fishing licenses, while 206 bought the combination license 
during the calendar year 1949. 47 non-resident hunting licenses were issued, and
114 fishing licenses. 690 dogs were licensed, representing even more dogs than 
were found by the assessors. The city clerk’s office acts as an agent for the State 
in the collection of all of these licenses, and payment for them is made to the 
Treasurer of State each month.
• •
Conditional sales contracts, chattel mortgages, notes, etc. as required by 
State law, are recorded in this office, and such recordings have been heavy during 
the past fiscal year. These documents are permanently recorded and open to 
public inspection. The total during the 1949-1950 fiscal year amounted to 631.
There were 61 meetings of the City Council during the fiscal year, 12 of these 
the regular monthly meetings, 13 Insane Hearings, 12 Public Hearings as re­
quired by State Law or City Ordinances, and the other 24 special meetings to 
transact business which would not. readily await the regular meetings. All of
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these meetings were open to the public, although notice could not always be given, 
since we do not have a daily paper. The minutes of the meetings are permanently 
recorded in bound books, and all taxj ayers are urged to examine them at any time.
* Victualers and innkeepers licenses, also those for pool rooms, auctioneers, 
. etc., were issued by this office, together with building permits, taxicab licenses, 
taxi driver’s licenses, and all other permits required by State Law or City Ordi­
nance. Approximately 150 of these were handled.
Since the office of City Clerk is combined with that of the City Auditor and 
Deputy Treasurer, better than half of our time is devoted to the city accounting 
and connected matters.
All of the city’s bookkeeping, with the exception of taking care of the trust 
funds, is handled here. All cash going into the city treasury, including tax money, 
passes through this office. All payrolls are made up here, and all city checks 
issued, with the covering vouchers and warrants. During the year, we made up 
115 warrants, 1568 vouchers, and 5118 checks.
Approximately 4000 cash receipts were issued, e- elusive of dog, hunting, and 
fishing licenses, and all of these, with the above vouchers, and other transactions 
were recorded in a standard municipal accounting system, from which monthly 
statements, consisting of a balance sheet and a statement of the balances in the 
various appropriations, were compiled for the use of the City Council and City 
Manager. These statements are always on file in the office for public inspection, 
and such inspection is cordially invited.
Subsidiary ledgers are maintained and proven monthly on cemetery accounts 
receivable (about 600 accounts) and on tax liens (about 300 accounts). Indi­
vidual payroll records are kept, together with records on withholding taxes and 
retirement pension.
All miscellaneous invoicing is done from this office, such as billing to resi­
dents for work done by the highway department, and billing other municipal­
ities for aid furnished to paupers who have legal settlement in places other than 
Belfast.
Once real estate taxes are placed on lien, they are transferred from the tax 
collectors’ office to the treausrer’s office for recording and collection. At the close 
of rhe fiscal year, these accounts totalled over $7,000.00, represented by liens 
extending from 1933 to the present. During this past year there has been con­
siderable work done on checking these prop erties, with the help of the assessor’s 
office. About one third of them are now completely traced, and cross-checked for 
possible duplication of liens on the same piece of property under different names. 
Permanent record has been made of all the information gathered on these liens, 
and it is hoped to complete the project this year. Once it is completed, a serious
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effort will be made to collect or sell as many of these properties as possible. 
During this past year, $2,100.00 (principal only, without interest) has been 
received from the collection or sale of properties on lien prior to 1947.
During the year we collected over 1600 parking fines. These tickets are 
issued in numerical order, and each number is checked to be sure all are accounted 
for. Lists are kept of the uncollected numbers, and letters necessary to collect 
them are handled from this office.
S'
The City of Belfast maintains fi\e cemeteries. 15,000 people are buried in 
Grove Cemetery alone. Of the approximate 1500 lots in Grove Cemetery, over 
500 are mowed annually. All of the billing, collecting, and the accounts receiv­
able records are processed here. Permanent records are also kept of all lots in the 
cemetery, deeds are issued, and a running record is kept showing which lots are to 
be mowed, which not mowed, and which are perpetually cared for by established 
trust funds. A card file is kept of all lots which have been placed on perpetual 
care, showing the amount of the trust fund deposited, the expenses on each indi­
vidual lot, and the income earned from the investment of each fund. Monthly 
statements of the various cemetery accounts are prepared for the Board of Trustees 
and a careful check is being kept on the revenue from mowing, foundations and 
burials, to assist the trustees in their effort to keep expenses from exceeding 
revenues.
During the years 1946, 1947, and 1948 a deficit of nearly $7,500.00 accrued in 
the cemetery department. Only $307.77 was added to tnis figure during the 
current year. By vote of the City Council, this deficit of $7,800.00 was set up to 
represent the asset value of unsold lots, and current lot sales are being applied 
against this figure. This removes the burnden from the taxpayers of paying for 
this overdraft. If this deficit had been included in the appropriation resolve, it 
would have meant an increase of nearly two mills in the tax rate.
Tnere has been a great deal of work done on this cemetery situation, with the 
cooperation of the Trustees and the Superintendent, and it is doubtful whether 
there will be any further sizeable overdrafts.
There are many other activities which have not been mentioned. Answering 
telephones for the Fire Department, Police Department, District Nurse’s Office, 
and our own calls, together with waiting on the hundreds of people who come in, 
all take considerable time.
I have endeavored to explain, to some extent, some of the things which keep 
your city clerk’s office a busy place, realizing that many people are interested in 
their city’s affairs, and would like to know more about them. We are always 
glad to answer questions, and will welcome any suggestions anyone has to offer
Respectfully submitted,
PAULINE C. McCORMICK
City Clerk
i
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Report of Police Department
To the Honorable Mayor, Councilmen and City Manager:
The Belfast Police Department has a complement of four full-time officers, 
consisting of Chief, parking meter officer and two night Police officers, as well as 
twelve reserve olficers. The reserve officers work the regular officers’ nights off 
as well as dances, carnivals .special traffic duty, etc. The police department also 
pays half of the salary of the night office man who is a member of the Fire de­
partment, and answers both Fire and Police calls coming into the office at night. 
The night officer’s work a ten hour shift with the early man going on at four p. m. 
and off at two a. m. and the late officer going to work at eight p. m. and off duty 
at six a. m. The Meter officer goes on duty at nine a. m. and off at six p. m. 
during the summer vacation, but during the school months he goes to work at 
eight a. m. and stands duty at the Church Street crossing while the cnildren are 
coming to school. He also does school duty at noon. The Chief helps the Patrol 
boys at the Gov. Anderson school at noon as much as his other duties will permit. 
All three of the city schools have a regular force of Patrol boys who are on duty as 
the children go and come from school. These boys are to be commended for their 
fine work, as there has not been a serious accident during the year, within the 
jurisdiction of the Patrol boys.
The City of Belfast has been extremely fortunate during the past year 
inasmuch as there has not been much serious crime within the jurisdiction of the 
Belfast Police Department. The perpetrators of the crimes that have been 
committed have been largely apprehended.
I
EDWARD B. BRIERLY 
Chief of Police
II
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Following is a list of arrests for the year:
Intoxication........................... ............................................
Driving under the influence..............................................
Speeding..........................................................................
Leaving the scene of an accident.....................................
Driving without a license ................................................
Making unnecessary noise with.a motoe vehicle............
Driving to endanger lives and property..........................
Passing stop sign................................................................
Operating with inadequate brakes....................................
Operating unregistered motor vehicle..............................
Passing on a hill.................................................................
Larceny of an automobile.................................................
Operating a taxi without a city license.....................
Passing fraudulent checks.................................................
L arceny.............................................................................
Refusing to aid an officer..................................................
Assault and battery on an officer......................-.............
Resisting an officer.............................................................
Obstructing a police officer in the discharge of his duty
Assault and battery ........................ ..................................
Malicious mischief..............................................................
Non-support. . ....................................................................
Runaway (returned to parents)........................................
Defrauding an innkeeper...................................................
Using profane language in a public place........................
Breaking, entering and larceny........................................
Prostitution........ ................................................................
Wanton and lascivious behavior......................................
107
21
o
3
4 
2
3
4 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1
3 
9 
1 
1 
2 
1
10
6
4 
4
i
1
2 
1
2
Total 210
Accidents investigated..................................................... : ............................... 115
Dogs and cats disposed o f........; ..................... '...................... ’. ....................... 37
Fires attended by police car............................................................................. 94
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y
Report of Fire Department
% .
To the Honorable Mayor, Councilmen and City Manager:
The following is a report cf the activities of the Fire Department for the year 
1949:
Box alarms 63
Still alarms 48
Mercantile fires 7
Manufacturing fires 1
Grass and woods 8
Car and miscellaneous
•
7
Errors and false alarms 2
Emergency 1
Residential fires 82
Residential fires included 58 chimney fires, 9 
oil burner fires and 1 refrigerator motor fire 
which did not damage the buildings.
3,400 ft. of hose was laid.
Estimated total damage $20,800.00
Included in the number of box alarms but not in any other part of this report 
are 3 calls for help from out of town.
By L. I. Mosher, Clerk
F. X. PENDLETON, Chief 
Belfast Fire Department
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Report of Health Officer
%
To the Plonorable Mayor, City Manager, City Council: 
I hereby submit my report for the year 1949:
Number of deaths in 1949 
Heart Diseases
<
34 Encephalitis
106
1
Cancer 13 World War II 1
Cerebral Accidents 11 Arteriosclerosis 1
Accidental deaths '7  • Nephrosclerosis 1
Pneumonia 6 Laryngotracheitis 1
Stillbirths 5 Thymicolymphaticus 1
Suicide 4 Broncniectasis' 1
Uremia 3 Malnutirtion 1
Mesenteric Thrombosis 2 Multiple Sclerosis 1
Diabetes 2 Nephritis 1
Meningitis 2 Cardiac Asthma 1
Scleroderma 1 Anemia 1
Gall Stones 1 Gangrene 1
Hodgkins Disease 1 Homicide 1
106
Monthly Child Clinics were held under the supervision of Miss Parker* 
The usual vaccination clinics were heid in all schools.
Several nuisances were investigated and corrected.
Signed,
JOHN A. CASWELL, M. D. 
Health Officer
Report of Harbor Master
• *
To the Honorable Mayor, Councilmen and City Manager:
I have surveyed the harbor several times and assisted in getting the public 
landing moored at the pier.
Signed,
ELMER B. DECROW 
Harbor Master
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Report of Planning Board
July 1, 1950
To the Honorable Mayor and Council 
City of Belfast, Maine
Gentlemen:
Following is the report of the year’s activities of the City of Belfast Planning 
Board :
The major duties of the Planning Board are to act in the capacity of Park 
Commissioners .therefore this report will concern park activities.
The greatest event for the season at the park is of course the Broiler Day 
festivities. It would be impossible to estimate the number of people coming to 
Belfast for that particular occasion. The advertising value as well as the in­
creased business whicn this brings makes it well worthwhile to the City.
Another very worthy activity is the Swimming School held each year at the 
park, where the pool is kept ir. first class condition and under the best super­
vision obtainable at all times. Within the past four years, we believe, that at 
least one thousand children have been taught to swim, besides the many hours 
of cleasure spent in and about the pool, with the Life Guard always in attendance
•
Under improvements: we recommend a r.ew pipe line large enough to 
supply the needed water be installed as soon as possible; also that a road be built 
from present park entrance straight down center to a point midway of the park, 
to be used as a main entrance and the present roads be used as outlets from the 
park.
We feel that Belfast is very fortunate in having a City Park where so many 
can enjoy the freedom and opportunities provided there.
Respectfully submitted,
ANDREW NORTON 
A. L. RAMSDELL 
RALPH P. HOWE
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To the Honorable Mayor, Councilmen and City. Manager 
City of Belfast, Maine ^
Gentlemen:
As City Electrician my heaviest duty is the operation of the Fire Alarm 
system, and I am including a few recommendations for future consideration.
During the past year the system has successfully transmitted a large number 
of alarms and never been the cause of any delay in giving the Fire Department 
prompt notification of all fires.
We recommend that a Code Transmitter be installed on the present aiarm 
system which will make it possible for the department to save time on the hand­
ling of telephone alarms and at the same time make it possible to transmit a box 
number which will give the Fire Department a more accurate location of the fire. 
The general public will also have a better idea whether the fire is near their homes 
or not.
It is very necessary that all householders become informed of the location of 
the Fire Alarm Box nearest their home or place of business and of the method of 
operation of the box.
I wish to thank the City Manager, Members of the City Council, the Mayor, 
the Fire, Police and Street Departments for their assistance and consideration 
during the past year.
Respectfully submitted,
A. L. RAMSDELL 
City Electrician
\
\
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Report of Highway Department
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council:
During 1949 we used nearly 35,000 gallons of tar on our streets. We did a 
small amount of new work, but nearly the entire amount was used for re-tarring 
our streets to make them smoother. 1,000 yards of sand and considerable truck 
and man hours were used and I belieA e the results were well worth the $7,000 spent 
for labor and material.
In June, we rebuilt and widened River Street and Field Street to High Street. 
We also installed a sanitary sewer the length of this construction to care for the 
new shoe factory and the residents of the streets mentioned.
We gravel surfaced and turned over to the State for future maintenance all 
our Third Class Highways. An appropriation for Third Class Highways will 
therefore be unnecessary in our next budget.
Over 3,000 yards of gravl were hauled onto our outlying roads to make them 
usable the year around.
We purchased sixty tons of salt for use on our streets during the winter, and 
it is felt that the salt, together with the nearly 1,000 yards of gravel which we used, 
gave very satisfactory service and kept our streets in a safe condition for public 
use.
During the present year, we have not used any part of the Highway Funds 
for permanent street improvement.
It is my plan to recommend that our 1950 Highway Budget include a modes 
amount to be used on some important streets, to remove the present roadbed to a 
depth of 2 feet or more and replace it with gravel, also to put in storm drainage 
and eventually tar the surface. If one street, or a part of one street, is rebuilt 
this way each year, then eventually our street maintenance appropriation can be 
reduced.
J. MERTON WYMAN 
Street Commissioner
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t
Report of Welfare Department
A  •
' S'
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council:
•• # •
The Welfare cost has not been quite so heavy during 1949 as in 1948. 
Following is a comparison of the costs for the above years:
March 1948-1949 March 1949-1950 
Food...... .................. ............................... : . . .  4,388.13 5,942.35
. V.
R ent.................................................................  489.46 662.22
Fuel............................. ......... , ......................... 1,064.93 1,583.29
Clothing....................................................... •.. , 716.64 537.41
Medical..................................................  2,687.23 3,389.16
Board.............................................................   10,072.73 4,534.11
Miscellaneous..................................................  515.08 249.75
19,934.20 16,898.29
A. D. C.............................................................  2,784.16
Unless commodity prices increase, we may expect welfare expenses, with the 
exception of hospital and medical costs, to remain reasonably static.
J. MERTON WYMAN, Agent 
Overseers of the Poor
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Report of Librarian
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council:
I hereby submit the sixty-first annual report of the Belfast Free Library for 
the year ending February 28, 1950.
This year, as in the past, the object has been to make it as easy as possible 
for the people to obtain books which they need from the library. We cater to a 
public whose interests are quite diversified and the books must cover a wide 
range of subjects to satisfy all classes of readers and students. Many books have 
beeen mailed by parcel post to borrowers in the outlying districts, at their request 
and questions over the telephone have been answered, thus saving our patrons 
many trips to the library. Through the courtesy of the Maine State Library and 
the Bangor Public Library we have been able to borrow and have filled, during 
the past year, a considerable number of requests for books, which we could not 
supply from our own collection. In turn, we have loaned books to one of the other 
libraries in the State.
There have been 42,578 books loaned during the year. Of this number, 54 
percent was adult fiction, 23 percent juvenile and 23 percent l.on-fiction, which 
shows a slight gain in non-fiction readers.
There were 235 new borrowers added to the library’s registration, 47 of whom 
were from surrounding towns and 129 pay cards were sold in all. The service to 
out of town residents is much appreciated and many take advantage of this 
opportunity.
In order to meet the demands of our reading public, 485 books were ac­
cessioned during the year. This number was divided as follows: for adults, 5 
general, 2 philosophy, 7 religion, 14 sociology, 2 language, 7 science, 7 useful arts, 
12 fine arts, 15 literature, 16 history, 28 travel, 28 biography, and 227 fiction. 
For the juvenile readers, 1 religion, 1 sociology, 1 science, 3 useful arts, 1 fine arts, 
1 history, 2 biography and 105 fiction.
During the year 1,142 books were mended at the library. Mending is a 
problem. Wear and tear is inevitable but the careless handling of books is dis­
couraging and there is a considerable amount of it. There were 261 books dis­
carded and withdrawn from the records. These were either lost in circulation, 
over a period of years or too worn to be of value.
The library and schools have cooperated in every way possible. A large 
percentage of the books circulated go to the students for reading in connection 
with their school work. Special shelves have been reserved for the English classes
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of Crosby High Shchool for their book reports. Teachers of the lower grades 
from both Belfast and surrounding towns have kept deposits of library books in 
their school rooms. It is the privilege of the Belfast library to share with towns 
that have neither school nor public library. This service is greatly appreciated by 
teacher and pupil.
Lessons on how to use the library were given several classes from the Belfast 
schools. Twenty-four children from Waldo visited the library for the same in­
struction and a group of Brownie Scouts were shown the various departments. 
These talks are fitted to the age level and help the children to have a better under­
standing and appreciation of their library.
Book Week, always celebrated in November, is the event of the year for all 
libraries throughout the country. The object is to bring to the notice of the child­
ren and parents the best books and to promote the idea among the general public 
the great need for better books for children. The Belfast library does its part. 
New books, as many as can possibly be financed, are bought for both adult and 
juvenile readers. The slogan for 1949 Book Week was “Make friends with books.” 
Tables and shelves in the children’s room were gay with new books while fiction 
and non-fiction were displayed in the Gammans Reading room for adults. During 
the week, the Librarian visited the schools, gave book marks and invited all 
pupils to visit the library. An added attraction was the exhibit of Indian relics 
which were dug on the shore bank in East Belfast by Mr. William Vaughan, Jr. 
Mr. Vaughan came to the library during the week and talked to the children of
the fifth and sixth grades from the Pierce and Governor Anderson schools.
%
The Gammans reading room has again served as a meeting place for several 
of the educational and cultural organizations of the city. This room, made pos­
sible by the late Miss Maude Gammans is enjoyed as an attractive, restful reading 
room by visitors as well as Belfast residents.
Throughout the year, displays have been arranged. Greens from thr woods, 
garden or wild flowers have been used to harmonize with the gay jackets of new 
books. These simple exhibits have attracted-attention and have brought to our 
reading public, books of not only fiction but those of lasting value.
The Round Table meeting at the Blue Hill library and the Maine Library 
Association meetings at Augusta were attended by the Library staff and two 
Trustees. The privilege of attending these conferences with their lectures and 
discussions of library problems is always appreciated as a source of encouragement 
and renewed enthusiasm for the home work.
The Trustees of the library remain the same as last year. Mr. Orlando E. 
Frost, Chairman, Mrs. James C. Durnam, Mrs. Ralph M. Johnson, Mr. Everett
Hamilton, and Miss Annie L. Barr.* +
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At this time, I wish to thank the Trustees for their ready cooperation and 
interest in library affairs and also to express my appreciation of the continued 
service of Mrs. Winnifred Whittier, Assistant Librarian to whom credit is due 
for a large share of the year’s work.
Respectfully submitted,
GLADYS G. THURSTON 
Librarian
The financial statement as checked with the City Clerk is as follows:
Receipts
Interests on investments.............................................  4,250.00
Appropriation from the C ity.......................................  1,556.00
Extra appropriation from City (March 1950). .......... 229.59
State stipend................................................................  126.00
Fines, cards and books sold......................................... 322.18
6,483.77
Expenditures
Salaries.......................................................................... 2,899.61
Heat, light and telephone............................................  869.85
Books, magazir es and dues.......................................... 1,154.53
Insurance................................................................    1,002.16
Labor, supplies and trucking....................................... 457.62
6,383.77
Unexpended balance 100.00
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Report of Cemetery Trustees
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council:
We herewith submit our Annual R etort on Belfast Cemeteries:
Receipts (Except Perpetual Care)
For Annual care................................
Burials.....................................................
Foundations.............................................
Maintenance (City approp.)..................
Sale of lo ts...............................................
1,942.85
1,505.00
300.02
500.00 ,
740.00
4,985.87
Overdraft........................................................................  307.77
I \
5,293.64 5,293.64
Expenses (Except Perpetual Care)
For Annual care: ................    1,896.25
Burials.................................................' .................. .. 1,095.80
Foundations..................................................................... 411.41
Maintenance.............. ‘.................................................... 1,758.30
- * • •
Office supplies and expenses.........................................  131.88
V
Perpetual Care Lots
5,293.64
The expenses on Perpetual Care amounted to $5,401.95, which amount was 
charged to the several lots for moving and work done, A seperate account is 
kept for each lot, crediting each lot with its portion of the interest earned, and a 
charge made for each expenditure. Most lots show a reserve fund.
Respectfully submitted,
GERTRUDE F. DURHAM 
ALFRED G. BRUCE 
ELMER H. ELLIS 
Cemetery Trustees
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Report of State Auditor
State of Maine
STATE DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT
Augusta
May 10, 1950
City Manager and Council 
Belfast,
Maine
Gentlemen:
In accordance with Chapter 16, Section 3, Revised Statutes of 1944, and at 
your request, the records of the City of Belfast have been audited by the State 
Department of Audit for the period March 20, 1949 to March 18, 1950 inclusive.
The examination was made by Auditors R. M. Parsons and M. E. Libby in 
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards applicable in the circum­
stances, and included all procedures which were considered necessary. Insofar 
as could be ascertained within the scope of the examination, the financial trans­
actions of the City appear to have been appropriately handled, with such excep­
tions as may be noted in the accompanying Comments.
Exhibits and Schedules incorporated in this report present the result of the 
financial operations of the City for the period designated.
Recommendations are also offered which are believed to be worthy of your 
consideration.
All of which is respectfully submitted,
Very truly yours,
FRED M. BERRY
%
State Auditor
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COMMENTS
Re: Audit of Accounts - City of Belfast 
March 20, 1949 to March 18, 1950
An audit has been completed of the financial records of the City of Belfast 
for the municipal year ended March 18, 1950.
It is believed that the accompanying balance sheet together with the related 
financial statements properly reflect the financial position of the City of Belfast 
a t March 18, 1950, and the result of its operations for the year then ended.
The balance sheet as of March 18, 1950 is comprised of three Funds, namely 
General Fund, Debt Fund, and Trust Funds. The Debt Fund, which is incorp­
orated this year, reflects bonds which are to be retired from revenue to be ap­
propriated in future years.
Scope of Audit
An examination was made of the records maintained by the City Auditor 
and it appeared that all receipts and warrants were correctly recorded. An 
analysis of receipts indicated that all were deposited promptly by the City 
Treasurer. Vouchers and payrolls were checked to the extent deemed necessary 
and distribution of the expenses was test checked with satisfactory results. 
Journal entries were reviewed and postings were traced to the individual accounts 
involved. Insurance policies in force are listed in this report, the detail beirtg 
shown on Exhibit G. •
• •
The records of the Tax Collector were examined and the 1949 tax commit­
ment was found in agreement with the Assessors’ records. Requests for veri­
fication were mailed to a representative number of taxpayers to substantiate 
balances outstanding March 18, 1950. Verification was also requested to sub­
stantiate balances of accounts receivable as of the year end. If any exceptions 
are noted as a result of these verifications the proper municipal officers will be 
advised.
The records of the City Clerk were reviewed. Appropriations made by the 
City Council, as recorded, were in agreement with postings to the ledger accounts. 
Certificates of oaths pertaining to various City Officials were found properly 
recorded.
Fees and licenses issued by the City Clerk were checked and were properly 
accounted for.
All Trust Fund Accounts were examined and investments were checked with 
records of the Treasurer. Cash on hand in the Deputy Treasurer’s office and 
Trust Fund Investments were verified by physical count.
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Assets
The cash balance of $3,238.45 at March 18, 1950 was accounted for as fol­
lows:
Cash in B ank ................................................ 3,123.45
Change Funds...............................................  115.00
Total..............................................................  3,238.45
The cash in the bank was reconciled with statements furnished by the Merrill 
Trust Company, and First National Bank, Belfast, Maine and was found to be 
correctly stated. The change funds were verified by physical count.
Accounts receivable totaled $4,934.96 at the year end. This account is 
represented by snow removal reimbursement $1,354.40, charity accounts, $2,865.- 
81, miscellaneous $230.30 and cemetery annual care charges $484.45. The detail 
supporting this account is presented on Schedules A-l and A-2.
The 1949 tax commitment book was added and checked and found to be in 
agreement with tne Assessors’ records. The tctal charged to the Collector was 
accounted for as follows:
Cash Receipts................................................ 261,517.20
Abatements...................................................  2,469.55
Prepayments.................................................. 489.00
Taxes Receivable........ ................    24,790.47
T o ta l............................................................  289,266.22
Unpaid taxes totaling $24,790.47 were checked and listed.
Transactions affecting prior years’ taxes were examined and found to have 
been properly recorded. Unpaid prior years’ taxes were checked and listed
•
With the exception of minor errors, which were adjusted, all transactions 
affecting tax accounts appeared to have been properly handled. The detail of 
all unpaid taxes is presented on Schedule A-15.
All transactions affecting tax liens appear to ha\e been properly handled. 
Tax liens totaling $7,407.72 on file in the City Auditor’s office were examined and 
listed. The supporting detail is presented on Schedule A-16.
The tax acquired property account totaled $933.94 at the year end. The 
supporting detail is presented on Schedule A-17.
The Grove Cemetery Addition of $7,790.12 represents the unamortized cost 
of a new addition to the cemetery, which is to be liquidated by the revenue 
received from the sale of the lots.
»*s
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Investments totaled $500,000.00 and are represented by capital stock of the 
Belfast and Moosehead Lake Railroad. Against this stock is a valuation rseserve 
of $125,000.00. This reserve is increased each year by the amount of maturing 
bonds paid by appropriation from current revenue. The establishment of this 
reserve and the method by which it is increased were authorized by a vote of the 
City Council a t a meeting held April 22, 1947. , •
As the history of this investment'has been the subject of detailed comments 
in prior audit reports, it is not considered necessary to review it again in this 
report.
• •
Liabilities
Accounts payable totaled $1,802.65. The supporting detail of this account 
is presented on Schedule A-6.
t
Bonds matured and not presented for payment totaled $20,000.00 at the
year end. These bonds were originally issued by the Belfast Memorial Hall
•  /
Association and later accepted as a City obligation. This issue, which matured in 
1916, is held by the Nathaniel Wilson Library Fund and has never been presented 
for payment. Interest at the rate of 4 percent is being paid on the bonds by the 
City of Belfast. Interest due on these bonds was fully discharged when the final 
coupons were paid. It is therefore recommended that the advice of the City 
Solicitor be obtained concerning the continued payment of interest on these bonds.
i
Deferred Credits
Deferred credits totaled $445.00 at the year end. This account is represented 
by 1950 tax prepayments.
Deferred Revenue
Deferred revenue totaled $22,747.35 and is represented by:
1950 Excise Taxes...................................  15,725.62
Parking Meter Fees. . ............................ 7,021.73
T otal.........................................................  22,747.35
t
Reserve
• >
The reserve for authorized expenditures totaled $651.04 at the year end, and 
it represented the balances in certain appropriation accounts which have been 
carried forward to the ensuing year. The detail is presented on Exhibit D^
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Surplus
The unappropriated surplus totaled $6,713.08 at the year end, which repre­
sented an increase of $2,971.23 for the current year. An analysis of this account 
is presented on Exhibit C.
Trust Funds
An examination was made of the records of all trust funds held by the City. 
The investments were examined and listed. It was ascertained that income re­
ceived from the investments of the various funds had been accounted for.
The detail supporting this account is presented on Schedules A-10-11-12-13-14
The following expenditures were made from the trust funds:
Library Funds........................................ 4,253.48
Charity Funds........................................ 331.50
Recreation Funds......................................... 3.16
Public Health Fund................... -.......... 5.00
Highway and Bridge Fund...................  75.00
Special Funds......................................... 136.25
Cemetery Perpetual Care and Special
Funds.............................................. 5,326.63
Total....................-.................................  10,131.02
Although certain of the investments of the trust funds did not appear to 
comply with the requirements of Chapter 80, Section 106 of the Revised Statutes 
of 1944, it was determined that the majority were original bequests and as such 
need not comply with the statutory requirements. Chapter 80, Section 106 of 
the Revised Statutes of 1944 reads, in part,
“City and town officers . . . .  shall hereafter invest all per­
manent funds . . .  .in the legal obligations of the United 
States of America; the states of Maine, New Hampshire, Ver­
mont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, 
and Pennsylvania, and the bonds of the several counties, cities,
and towns in the several states above nam ed............and the
bonds of water districts located in the state of Maine . . and 
except sinking funds, may invest any of said funds, in accord­
ance witn the laws of the state governing the investment of the 
funds of savings banks as enumerated in subsections I to IX of 
section 38 of chapter 55, or may deposit the same, including 
sinking funds, on time deposit in banks or trust companies, 
organized under the laws of this state or of the United States, 
and not otherwise.”
General
The surety bonds of the various municipal officials are as follows:
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City Manager, Tax Collector................  25,000.00
City Treasurer......................................... 10,000.00
Deputy Tax Collector.............................   5,000.00
Deputy Treasurer..........^ .....................  10,000.00
City Clerk...................................................... 5,000.00
Clerk - City Clerk’s office...........................  5,000.00
Chief of Police..............................................  5,000.00
Vouchers and payrolls on file in the City Auditor’s office were examined to an 
extent deemed necessary. Insofar as could be determined, those examined ap­
peared to be proper charges. It was noted, however, that a part of the City 
Treasurer’s salary had been charged to the Library, and cemetery perpetual care 
fund accounts. An audit adjustment was made charging the proper appropria­
tion account for this item. It was also noted that charges, in some instances, 
were made to the Library and cemetery accounts without the approval of the 
respective trustees. Proper approval should be obtained for all vouchers before 
payment is made.
The following excise tax receipts were examined:
1949 - Receipts No. 1248-2040, 1-250. . 6,885.01
1950 - Receipts No. 1-1402.......... .. 15,739.81
f
T otal......................................................... 22,624.82
An examination of the payrolls and vouchers supporting the cemetery ex­
penditures indicated that a stronger internal control should be established in 
connection with certain services, namely, foundation work, digging graves, and 
entombing. The present practice is for the funeral directors to collect the fees 
and remit to the City. It is believed that it would be preferable to have these fees 
billed directly to the individuals involved by the City.
Licenses issued and fees collected by the City Clerk were checked. It was 
noted that the miscellaneous licenses (including victualers, auctioneer, junk 
dealer, innkeeper, taxi driver, etc.) had not been prenumbered. This is con­
sidered adv isable.
The records of the minutes of the Council Meetings were reviewed with 
particular reference to appropriations, officials’ salaries, redemption of expired 
tax liens and unusual expenditures. It was ascertained that all transfers from the 
reserve fund had been properly authorized by vote of the City Council.\ t
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An examination was made of the parking meter revenue account and it was 
noted that $7,021.73 of revenue received since. August 6, 1949 had been trans­
ferred to accounts contrary to the provisions of Section 83-A Chapter 210 Public 
Laws of 1949. This matter was called to the attention of the Mayor and City 
Manager, and with their approval was transferred to a deferred revenue account.
The total debt of the city at March 18, 1950 appeared to exceed the legal 
debt limit as provided by Article XXXIV of the Constitution of the State of 
Maine by $197,749.50.
City Liabilities....................................... 395,000.00
Legal Debt Limit..................................  197,250.50
Excess........................................... .........  197,749.50
Recommendations
In the course of the examination it was noted that no action had been taken 
with respect to the following suggestions included in the 1948 audit report. It is 
believed these are of sufficient importance to warrai t further consideration.
1. That, all miscellaneous licenses be prenumbered.
2. That, prenumbered receipts be issued for parking fines.
3. That, all services rendered by the Superintendent of Cemeteries be 
billed weekly and set up on the City records as outlined.
In addition to the above the following recommendations appear worthy of 
consideration by the City officials:
4.  ^ That, all library and cemetery expenditures be approved by the re­
spective trustees.
5. That, all Treasurer’s receipts show for what the money was received.
6. That, the Treasurer’s receipt number be recorded in the space pro­
vided in the cashbook.
7. That, the bus tickets used by the School Department be prenumbered.
8. That, the Assessors’ submit a weekly payroll showing the days worked 
and rate per day.
9. That, a schedule of all officials salaries, as well as rate per hour for labor 
be established by the City Council and recorded in the Council minutes.
10. That, a property register be maintained. In this register should be 
recorded values of buildings and equipment owned by the City together 
with the date of acquisition,, etc.
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COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET 
GENERAL FUND
Assets
^ March 18, 195G March 19, 1949
Cash, General. *............................... 3,123.45 4,439.24
Cash, P e tty ...................................... 115.00
• • •
115.00
3,238.45 4,554.24
Accounts Receivable
General (Sch. A -l).......................... 4,450.51 5,781.85
Cemetery (Sch. A-2)....................... 484.45 934.75
i
4,934.96 6,716.60
Taxes Receivable (Sch. A-3).......... 30,299.02 21,246.26
Less - Reserve for Losses.......... 1,131.68
Tax Liens (Sch. A-4)......................
29,167.34
7,407.72 6,336.93
Less - Reserve for Losses.......... 1,113.41 64859
6,294.31 5,688.34
Tax Acquired Property (Sch. A-5) 933.94 1,229.02
Deferred Charges
Parking Meters • 2,077.24
Grove Cemetery Addition.............. 7,790.12
%
Total - General Fund.................. 52,359.12 41,511.70
Liabilities '
March 18, 1950 March 19, 1949
Accounts Payable (Sch. A-6)......... 1,802.65 1,129.35
Contract Payable............................ 2,077.24
Notes Payable 2,571.71
Bonds Matured N ot Presented
for Payment (Sch. A-7).............. 20,000.00 20,000.00
Due Trust Funds............ ............... 200.00
Total Liabilities........................... 21,802.65 25,978.30
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GENERAL FUND 
Deferred Credits
1950 Tax Prepayments..................  445.00
Deferred Revenue (Sch. A-8)........  22,747.35
Reserve
Authorized Expenditures (Ex. D) 651.04
Surplus
Unappropriated (Ex. C )................  6,713.08
Total General Fund 52,359.12
489.00
14,539.99
*3,237.44
3,741.85
41,511.70
DEBT FUND 
Assets
Capital Stock - Belfast and
Moosehead Lake Railroad........  500,000.00 500,000.00
Less - Valuation Reserve...........  125,000.00 113,000.00
375,000.00 387,000.00
Total - Debt Fund............. 375,000.00 387,000.00
Liabilities
•
Bonds Payable (Sch. A-9). . . . 375,000.00 387,000.00
Total Debt Fund................ 375,000.00 387,000.00
• TRUST FUNDS
Assets
Demand Deposits (Sch. A-10) 
Time Deposits (Sch. A-10). . .
Bonds (Sch. A-10)..................
Stocks (Sch. A-10)..................
Notes (Sch. A-10)...................
Due from General Funds . . . .
. . . .  22,889.20
493.31
30,792.66
162,908.40
100.00.
• 1,193.45 
3,809.26 
186,156.32 
22,889.20 
100.00 
200.00
Total - Trust Funds...........
%
217,183.57 214,348.23
i\r
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Liabilities
Principals (Sen. A-1'0)............., . . .  201,810.85 197,873.27
Unexpended Income (Sch. A-10) 15,372.72 16,474.96
Total Trust Funds..........................  217,183.57 214,348.23
Note: Figures for March 19, 1949 have been adjusted to a basis comparable 
with March 18, 1950. ' ' ^
* Red.
» a 
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENTITURES
Year Ended March 18, 1950
Revenue
Tax Commitment'...........................................................  288,765.72
State of Maine................................................................  34,705.79
Excise Tax....................................................................... 20,046.89
Interest on Taxes and Tax Liens.................................  1,173.03
Fees and Licenses...........................................................  1,031.65
Fires Out of Town.......................................................... 187.00
Parking Violation Fines.................................................  821.25
Witness Fees.................................................    331.64
Bicycle Licenses............................................  65.75
Parking Meter Revenue..............   7,017.21
Tax Lien Costs.......... ..................................................... 504.29
Sale of Truck................................................................... 150.00
Sale of Grader.................................................................  900.00
Insurance Reimbursements...........................................  5,400.65
Sale of Gasoline..............................................................  1,642.89
Otis Bridge Trust Fund.................................................. 65.58
Charity Reimbursements............................................... 1,014.79
Other Charity Reimbursements.............. : ......-............ 5,338.89
Worthy Poor Trust Funds............................................  195.45
Tuition...................................................    8,380.45
Home Economics G ift.................................................... 1,188.88
Sale of Textbooks and Supplies. ..............................  244.99
Sale of Equipment.......................................................... 124.75
Rentals........... ...... ................................   464.00
Bus Tickets...............................................................     305.00
Income from Library Trust Funds............................... 4,250.00
Fines and Fees................................................................  - 322.18
Income from Cemetery Trust Funds...........................  5,326.63
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Sale of Lots................................................................... 740.00
Burials and Entombing................................................ 1,449.00
Sale of Hay - Airport...................................................  120.00
Supplemental Taxes....................................................   291.00
Miscellaneous...............................................................  798.97
Gain on Sale of Tax Acquired Property.....................  27.25
Cemetery Annual Care................................................  2,662.97
Interest Refund Tax Anticipation Notes.................... 206.39
Total Revenue......................................................
Add:
Grove Cemetery Addition...........................................  7,790.12
Total......................................................................
Less:
Revenue Applicable to Appropriation Carrying
Balances............................................................ 3,888.48
Total
Expenditures
General Government.................................................... 31,289.96
Protection...........................................   32.940.81
Health and Sanitation.................................................. 4,251.04
Highways and Bridges.................................................  54,803.29
Charities.............................................   27,311.23
Education.....................................................................  137,310.63
Library....................     6,497.25
Recreation..................................................................... 2,248.10
Cemeteries..................................................................... 13,575.84
Interest........................   19,028.75
Municipal Indebtedness............................................... 12,000.00
Special Assessments.............................................   47,949.08
Unclassified................................................................... 4,962.71
Estimated Revenue......................................................  34.54
Total Expenditures
396,260.93
404,051.05
400.162.57
394,203.23
Net Gain from Operations• % 5,959.34
IJl
I *
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Report of Water District
Year Ending December 31, 1949
Belfast, Maine 
x March 1, 1950
To His Honor the Mayor, City Manager and Citizens of the Belfast Water District 
Gentlemen:
We hereby submit our report of the Belfast Water District for the year 
ended December 31, 1949.
Attached to and forming part of this report are Schedules “A” and “B” 
giving comparative Balance Sheets and Statements of Operations for the years 
1949 and 1948, which are self-explanatory.
Bonds were retired in accordance with agreement and all ii terest require­
ments have been paid.
Respectfully submitted,
FRED S. JACKSON 
FREDERIC R. POOR 
PHILIP L. RACKLIFFE 
Trustees of the Belfast Water District
SCHEDULE A
0 i
Comparative Balance Sheets as of December 31, 1949-48
Assets
December 31, 1949 December 31, 1948
Plant Investment............  270,791.67 265,579.38
Less Reserve................. 20,613.54 • • 19,574.58
■------------- :---- • ------ :-----------
Net Plant Investment. . . .  250,178.13 246,004.80
Cash........................  3,698.18 643.87
Supplies on H and............  913.18 1,490.27
Accounts Receivable . . . .  . 3,026.16 3,638.18
Investments...................... 792.45 492.45
Total Assets............ .. 258,608.10 . . .  252,269.57
\
Liabilities and Reserves
Accrued Accounts...........  185.30 40.40
Notes Payable.................  5,000.00 5,000.00
Contributions in Aid of
Construction............  3,000.00 3,000.00
Water District Bonds 137,000.00 137,000.00
Surplus, January 1.......... 107,229.17 102,491.36
Add Profit for 1948-49... 6,193.63 113,422.80 4,737.81 107.229.17
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Total Liabilities and
Reserves...................  258,608.10 252,269.57
SCHEDULE B
Report of Revenues and Expenditures 
For Years Ended December 31, 1949-1948
December 31, 1949 December 31, 1948
Water Operating Revenues...........  36,159.89 33,016.62
Water Operating Expenses............  25,812.51 24,353.33
Net Water Operating Revenue 10,347.38 8,663.29
Merchandise and Jobbing......... 502.75 656.24
Rent Income................................... 316.00 100.00
Miscellaneous Revenues................  818.75 118.52 874.76
11,166.13 9,538.05
Less Other Deductions
Interest on Bonds..........................  3,315.00 3,382.50
Other Interest................................  64.59 50.75
Depreciation...................................  1,353.96 1,327.39
Taxes..............................................  108.00 39.60
Uncollectable Revenues.................  115.85
Cash Rebates.................................  15.10 4,972.50 4,800.24
Net Revenue Transferred to
Surplus............................. 6,193.63 4,737.81
I
#«
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Report of Superintendent of Schools
9
To the Superintending School Committee and Citizens of Belfast:
“What the best and wisest parent wants for his own child, that must the 
community want for all its children.”
•• •
The above quotation from the well known educator, John Dewey, has always 
been considered by me to be as good a yardstick for measuring educational 
policies as has ever been formulated. I t is always difficult to strive for the ideal 
on the one hand and to be confronted with down to earth facts and existing con­
ditions on the other. Perhaps the best illustration concerns teaching personnel, 
because teachers are the warp and woof of an educational system. Good teachers 
have always been difficult to find, more difficult than ever in these post-war 
years, yet existing conditions make it necessary for our teachers to seek pro­
fessional advancement elsewhere. There cannot be satisfactory educational pro­
gress where teacher turn-over is high. This matter is worthy of serious consider­
ation by parents and those citizens charged with the responsibility of providing 
educational opportunities for Belfast youth. I would like to suggest that no 
expense for proper medical care is considered too high by the parent whose child 
is ill. By the same token, the teachers who mould the intellectual and psycho­
logical development of children for a minimum of thirteen years should receive 
more equal consideration.
Tnis past year the Parent Teachers’ Association sponsored a project for in­
stalling fluorscent light fixtures in the Elementary Schools. This project should 
be carried on until work in the Governor Anderson and Crosby High is completed
All students from grade three up have had eye examinations under the super­
vision of Doctor Porter and Doctor Bird. I t  is hoped that parents will follow 
through by providing the necessary corrective measures. Cordial thanks should 
be extended by ail parents of school children to Doctor Porter and Doctor Bird 
for their time and services.
0
During the last three weeks in June, the services of the Federal Sodium 
Fluoride Dental- team was made available to 720 school children of Belfast. 
Parents will soon recognize the advantages of these treatments.
The above activities, plus the services of Miss Parker, the School Nurse, 
and Mr. Troy, the school Physical Education Director, would indicate that the 
physical well-being of Belfast youth is not being neglected.
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The University of Maine for the second year extended to Belfast teachers the 
services of a Reading Specialist. Twenty teachers took advantage of the op­
portunity to improve their reading instruction—perhaps the most vital subject 
in the school curriculum. I feel sure that these teachers will better adjust reading 
instruction to meet the individual differences of the accelerated, the average, and 
the immature groups in their class room.
In this last report I would like to express sincere appreciation to all those 
citizens who have contributed to the educational progress of the Belfast schools. 
It has been a pleasure to work with so many fine individuals; teachers, other 
school personnel, parents ana citizens. May you extend continued cooperation 
to your new Superintendent.
Respectfully submitted, 
ELLIOTT A. DIGGLE 
Superintendent of Schools
STATEMENT OF SCHOOL FINANCES 
Fiscal Year 1949-50
Acct. No. D epartm ent Amount Total
H-10 ADMINISTRATION
Receipts
Balance March 15, 1949 ........................................  487.62
Appropriation..............    2,600.00
Miscellaneous..........................................................  93.26
3,180.88
Expenditures
Salary of Superintendent........................................ 2,734.28
Travel......................................................................  322.76
3,057.04
Balance 123.84
rI
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H-20 ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
-2,368.22
52.828.00
16.475.00 
73.50
607.61
67,615.89
. Expenditures ...............
Instruction............ .............................. .v.Y.’.Y .. '49,425.58
Janitors.....................................  3,448.01
Conveyance...............................................................  8,875.69
Fuel..................,.........................................................  1,739.16
Textbooks..................................................................  1,688.00
Supplies...........7 .7 .7 . .7 .......................... 7 .7 .7 . . .  2,080.63
Water, Light and Power..........................................  897.66
Tuition.................................................................  108.39
 ^ •
68,263.12
Receipts
Balance March 15, 1949.....................
Appropriation. 7. . '.7 .7 ............ . .  ..'.
State School Fund . . . . . . . . . 7 ........ /.
Tuition.......................7. .7.7.7. . . . .
Other Income....................... •. I ..........
Overdrawn.........................................................  :• j; i.. 647.23
H-30 SECONDARY SCHOOLS
Receipts
Balance March 15, 1949.......................................:. -2,144:79
Appropriation............................................................  23,175.00
State School Fund....................................................  7,860.18'
Tuition.......................................................................  7,881.95
Other Income......................................   541.39
Expenditures
Instruction...............................................
Janitors, .•.................................................
Fuel...........................................................
Textbooks................................................
Supplies^..................................................
- Water, Light and Power........................
. .i.
26,949,14
2,464.37
2,930.50
1,017.13
2,076.43
723.17-
37,313.73
36,160.74
Balance 1,152.99
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H-40
H-50
H-70
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Receipts
Balance March 15, 1949.........................................  141.95
Appropriation...............................  2,200.00
State School Fund.....................     500.00
Tuition..................................     100.00
Expenditures
Instruction........................     2,681.17
Crosby A. A............................................................. 180.00
Equipment........................................................   37.46
Balance.......................................
MUSIC
Receipts
Balance March 15, 1949.........................................  36.58
Appropriation.......................................................... 1,740.00
State School Fund..................................................  600.00
Tuition............................     100.00
Instruction
Expenditures
2,387.17
Balance............................................................
REPAIRS
Receipts
Balance March 15, 1949...................... - ................  2,243.09
Appropriation.......................................................... 500.00
Other Income..........................................................  636.12
Expense
Expenditures
3,502.94
2,941.95
2,898.63
43.32
2,476.58
2,387.17
89.41
3,379.21
3,502.94
Overdraft 123.73
1 /
I
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H-80
f
INSURANCE
Receipts
Balance March 15, 1949.......... ...............................
Appropriation............................................................
234.77
3,050.00
•
Expenditures
Expense...................................................................... 5,449.50
3,284.77
*
5,449.50
Overdraft................ 2,164.73
H-110
P
SHOP
' Receipts
Balance March 15, 1949..........................................
Appropriation. ------------------ ---------------- --------
State School Fund....................................................
Tuition.......................................................................
507.65
1,510.00
400.00
100.00
s
1
Expenditures
Instruction............................................................. . .
M aterial.....................................................................
2,404.05
107.18
2,517.65
2,511.23
Balance............................................................... 6.42
H-29 EQUIPMENT
Receipts
Balance March 15, 1949...........................................
Other Income............................................................
868.89
124.75
*
Expenditures
Expenses..................................................................... 510.37
993.64
• , -
510.37
- Balance........................................................... .. 483.27
w * - .
»
TOTAL AMOUNT RECEIVED........................
TOTAL AMOUNT EXPENDED......................
OVERDRAFT........................................................
123,704.30
124,740.74
1,036.44
CITY OF BELFAST
H-60 HOME ECONOMICS
• • a -
Receipts
Balance March 15, 1949....... . . . ............   1,265.57
State Subsidy................................................ : . . . .  1,203.29
Caroline P. Crosby.................................................  1,188.88
Other Income..........................................................  9.00
3,666.74
Expenditures
Instruction....................... .......................................  2,100.00
Supplies.........’..................-...................................... 209.55
2,309.55
»' Balance. » q  tza m  d  ca *• •  C i  t Z j t  » v «  « T •  * . 4  4  « . • 1,357.19
Five Year Comparison of Your Tax Dollar
Education.......................................
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Cost of General Government........
Welfare. . , ........ .. ...W '........
Reserve...........................................
Heajth.and Sanitation...................
Parks, Library & Cemeteries........
1 •  o » » * • • » . % .
Abatements....................................
Unclassified. .................................
• 1.00 1.00 1.00
«• '  ;
1.00 1.00
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